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might survive, said Greg.
Those they bring to pens

at the ranch headquarters
so they can monitor them.
Meanwhile, most of the
cattle that were ready for
the family’s April seedstock
sale are all safe — placed in
the pens near the family’s
sale barn.

But those that survived
the fire are few - the future
production cycle that will
put a hole in the Gardiner
system in 2019. Greg
pointed to a nearby pen of
cattle.

“They gathered these off
the Cimarron River the past
two days,” he said. “They
came out of a group of 300.
There might be 20 left.”

A damage

Greg stopped the pickup
near a fence where several
head of dead bloated cattle
appeared to try to get out
of the fire’s way. However,
it was apparent that even
those that broke through
the fence didn’t have any-
where to go.

Not far away a deer
roams slowly across the
scorched pasture — unaware
anyone is watching.

“It’s blind,” Greg said.

He crossed the Cimarron
River, just 3 miles from the
OKklahoma state line.

“We shot these cattle
yesterday,” he said as he
pointed to a few dead cows
in the river bed. “There
is more underneath the
bridge. Up and down the
river, that is what we are
finding.”

They had 5,000 round
bales of hay scattered
around the ranch - just to
protect it from such a disas-
ter. Nothing remains.

There are fences to re-
pair. There could be federal
assistance for fences and
cattle - but with a funding
cap, those programs don’t
come near to covering the
losses, which are in the
millions.

“We can’t wait on govern-
ment assistance, we have to
go ahead and rebuild,” he
said.

But there are success
stories, he said as he drove
down a road that borders
the ranch.

“There were guys
standing here that put the
fire out here by hand with
gunny sacks,” Greg said.
“They were trying to keep it
away from this house over
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A dead cow lies next to the Cimarron River at Gardiner Angus Ranch on Thursday in Ashland. The ranch

sustained heavy cattle losses in Monday's wildfires.

here where our interns live.
During the night — they
held this.”

The fire also Kkilled the
invasive salt cedar, which
lined the creeks and sucked
up 300 to 500 gallons of
water a day.

And the outpouring of
help is a blessing, he said of
the joy of seeing the cattle
trucks with donated hay
coming down the highway
—the cavalry, as he calls it.
Moreover, there are signs
of rebirth - even just days
after the fire. Green grass is
budding up above the sand.
He knows how other wild-
fire areas have come back
lush with rain. He prays for
a shower.

“The fire is pretty cleans-
ing and it reveals a lot,”
Greg said. “It reveals not
only the land but your raw
emotions. It also reveals
the goodness of people and
mankind.”

One miracle hap-
pened Tuesday, when
another round of fires blew
through.

Greg saw a wall of smoke
and the neighbor’s steers
pouring out of the smoke
near the ranch.

“They saw me over on the
road,” he said. “I honked
my horn at the steers and
they knew someone might
feed them. So they came
out of the smoke to me and
I was able to open a gate
right across the road. There
was another open gate and
I was able to drag them out
across to another wheat
pasture where they started
grazing.”

Then he broke down.

“It was so nice to be able

Greg Gardiner surveys a group of registered replacement heifers
for injured animals at Gardiner Angus Ranch on Thursday. It was
the first time Gardiner had seen the group since Monday's wildfire,
finding a handful of dead animals and a few injured with burns.
Most took refuge on a field of green wheat.

Organizers in Clark County are calling for help by the
way of hay, fencing and other needs.

“Everyone has chipped in to do their part,” Kay
said. All these small communities come together in
times like these,” said Kendal Kay, president of the
Stockgrowers Bank. “There is no way to prepare for a

disaster like this —

it is impossible. But I'm very proud

of how everyone has come together to do what they

can to support each other.”

Those wanting to donate can visit www.
ClarkCountyProud.com to see what the needs are and

where to donate.

At present, Ashland Feed and Seed and Ashland Vet
Center are coordinating hay and other supplies. To
contact Jeff Kay, with the feed mill, call him at (620)

635-0072.

The Kansas Livestock Association is accepting
donations of feed, fencing supplies and cash for the
ranchers who've lost fencing, forage resources, har-
vested feed and an undetermined number of cattle in

the blazes.

Donations may be made by contacting the associa-
tion, with cash contributions payout through the Kansas
Livestock Foundation, the association’s charitable arm.

Other monetary gifts can be made to the Ashland
Community Foundation. Visit www.ashlandcf.com.
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to save something,” he said.

Counting their blessings

Mark Gardiner, who was
counting dead cattle on
Thursday, said people have
been amazing - calling, tex-
ting and offering to help.

For a cowboy like Mark,
it’s tough to take a handout.

“We’re not good at accept-
ing help,” he said. “But I
told everyone we are going
to have to and people have
been pretty amazing. Thank
you is all we can say.”

He and his wife lost their
home. They lost their two
dogs. But they still have
their family, he said.

“The house is the lowest
thing that matters,” he said.
“It is just a building. We can
replace that.

“We have our memories
there. We have our family,”
Mark said. “Nobody got
hurt. That is what matters.”

It is how they all felt as
they watched the house
burn that night after the
fires moved through — Mark,
Eva and Greg.

“We stood there as a
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family and watched his
house burn to the ground,”
Greg said. “And for us,

it didn’t mean anything
because Mark and Eva are
alive. And we were all three
there together.”

Greg pulled into the same
wheat field where he had
taken refuge Monday - that
wheat field where he waited
for the news of Mark and
Eva. For two days, he felt
the guilt of it all.

“I always tried to conduct
myself to ride toward the
sound of the guns and go
to battle and if the fight is
there the fight is there,” he
said. “I felt so ashamed that
I abandoned them - that I
turned and I ran.”

Then God sent a good
friend to visit him on
Wednesday, he said. “God
is the one that got you out
of the way so Mark and
Eva could get through,” his
friend told him.

Greg had found out later
that Eva, who couldn’t
rouse the dogs, left right
after him. She eventually
found the wheat field,

GARDINER ANGUS RANCH
SPRING PRODUCTION SALE

The 38th annual productio
Ranch will go on.

n sale at Gardiner Angus

The sale begins at 9 a.m. at the ranch’s Henry & Nan
Gardiner Marketing Center near Ashland.

For more information, visit

not knowing where her
husband was. Mark never
made it to the barn, instead
turning back to the house
—trying to coax the dogs
out, but they wouldn’t
come. When Mark realized
through the smoke that Eva
and Greg’s vehicles were
gone, he left too - just in
time.

A few hours later, Greg
and Mark finally connected
—Mark was back by his
house, spraying down the
barn, which, along with the
horses, survived. “Because
of my self preservation that
kicked in and God’s help, I
know that is truly what He
was doing - to get me out of
the road so they could come
out,” Greg said. Otherwise,

www.gardinerangus.com.

“They wouldn’t have seen
the truck, the truck would
have blocked the exit, and
we would have all died
there.”

A weight has been lifted
off his shoulders, he said.

It is heartbreaking to see
the land burned, the cattle
dead they had nurtured
and his brother’s house
destroyed.

“But everything you've
seen today is piddling,” he
said. “With Mark and Eva
being alive, everything else
is inconsequential.”

“He is my very best friend
in life,” Greg said of Mark.
“I can’t lose him. Until it is
our time to walk away from
it, I can’t do this without
him.”
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DELOS V. SMITH SENIOR CITIZENS
FOUNDATION & CENTER

Thursday, March 16, 2017 at 3:30 p.m.

Have you ever wondered why you are here? If
you’re alive and breathing, YOU have a purpose!
Nothing in your life is by accident...

“You have come to the kingdom for such a time
Esther 4:14

Come here Natalee Ganyon enact
the story of Esther in first person.
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HOME DECOR 50% &

Categories Listed

Does not include Seasonal Depariment

‘Wall and table

Pillows, Rugs & Throws

Adhesive Vinyl Lamps & Lampshades Polyresin & Pottery Decor
. Finials, candle holders, boxes, bowls, floral planters and vases
. Mirrors
Ceramic Decor Wall and table gandfes, LE‘I‘){ Cm‘ldl'ﬁsi’c
top decor, salt & pepper, . ragrance Warmers & Diffusers
! plates, serving dishes, pitchers Decorative Sphem Prl'l:lgf“.gg &Up ‘ﬁu
Does not include decorative Decorative Crosses Does not include Candle FX®, tealights, volives, value packs or

fragrance wax & oils

Men's Resin & Ceramic Decor

Wall and table

<y |

Summer, St. Patrick’s, Easter and items labeled The Spring Shop™ are not included in Home Decor sale.

Items Labeled

Statuary,
Garden Planters,
Gazing Balls,
Garden Wall Decor
and More

THE SPRING SHOP™

S 4055

ST. PATRICK'S

30%

Decorations, Party
Supplies, Crafts and More

Doss not inciude bric

/.

SUMMER
TOYS

A0

CRAFTS

EASTER PARTY,

Paper Plates & Napkins,
Home Decor, Baskets,
Plastic Eggs and More

Does not include candy or fabric

& DECORATIUNS

Plush Animals,

Ty -

Stem Naturals

Bouguets, sticks, pods, grains, fillers
and grasses

Dots et include feathers

Flowering & Greenery Bushes
Does nol include potted trees

Floral Stems
Floral and greanesy stems
Does not include feathers

FLORAL a0%

Most Categories Listed

Cots mot Inchuce Seasons| Dopartmont of Rems [aboled "Norsl scconts”

Potted Trees &
Floor Plants
4ft-8ft

AWAYS

30%

THE MARKED PRICE®

uove This Cotton!*

threads and crochet cotion

& Smart Foam

YARN & NEEDLE ART

Artiste” Floss & Threads 9%
Cotton floss & craft thread packs, nylon crochet 30

Premium Poly Foam, Nu-Foam®

Yarnology" Knit & Crochet Tools
and Notions

2.66

30%
25%

- Photo Frames
Always 50% off the marked price*

i | Our entire selection of basic & fashion
i | tabletop frames and wooden photo storage

FRAMES 0%

Categories Listed

Shadow Boxes, Posters

Display Cases & Flag Cases itz 8901 .

Ready-Made Open Frames  Custom Frames
Always 50% off

the marked price®
Applies to frame only

|7

terong (rve
g Croem B

% 20z Acrylic Paint
IERICANA)

Americana®, Ceramcoal®,
FoleAsn® and Anita's™

Children's Activity Kits,
Paint & Pencil by
Number Kits and
Fuzzy Posters

Priced $4.99 & Up

TIN18 ACRILICE
UORE ACRILICO

Becordrl

CRAFTS 30%

Categories Listed

Mosaic Tile, Gems, Chips & Stones

Candle Wax, Candle Gel &

Glycerin Soap

Shoa butter, goat's milk, olive ofl, coconut ofl soap and
‘avocado cucumber soag

T-Shirts

Abways 30% off the marked price®

“Youth & adull t-shirts, sweatshirts, infant & toddler t-shirs,
crooporns and dresses

the Paper Studio® and Stampabilities*

PAPER CRAFTS
BLOWOUT SALE

905

Over 4,000 products

Paper, stickers, albums, stamps & accessories,
embellishments, totes & organizers, tocls and more

ART SUPPLIES 30%

Most Categories Listed AR RNN
ggéc-#OAcig‘gee Matb&tgds ﬁ‘rl‘tPe‘i;dfs& i1l
ite core cone ic stel Sets 1 02k 2 'y
199 9.99 9.99  Pricasssseup
2-Pack Canvas iafgﬁ Boards '!
asgii?;*’“"m 1ix14 16x20 Artﬂ hs t
rush Sets
399 599 799  Priccassoveup

Does not include sterfing silver

| JEWELRY MAKING 50% |

Introducing Compenents by DC Comics®

I e
iu O

c‘.:!'

Apparel prirts and batiks

Categories Listed B ed 3:.! 3 Home
Explorer by Traditions™  Swarovski™ f XA Decor Fabric
Pandants, beads and filigreas Craate Your Style™ beads and flatback stones I 4 a9 . .
Inspired by world fravels Does not include hatfix stones h t. .‘ : ‘ lamlnrau febric ALwnvs
A

Beads Bead Stringing o, o .:.'. ! Fleece %
ol DTS v by O o O S A SESteity oo
and Czech Glass Beads E ‘ .’3 Calico Prints 'stm:npmcs'

Timeline by Bead Treasures® *%9% & CalicoPrin
Metal Gallery™ meu-ec;imfg,mgemmepopm eee ‘. 0‘-. & Solids

s+ M52

FABRIC

Home Decor Curtain 5 u %

Panels & Pillow

Covers OFF

Easter Fabric 5 U %
OFF

Tulle Net Shiny Tulle

89¢ ove 99¢ o 1.09

*Discounts provided every day; marked prices reflect general U.S. market value for similar products.

PMESGOODHSTOR.E
5 GOOD ONLINE SUNDAY, MARCH 12 -
ADVERTISED ITEMS NOT AVAILABLE ONLINE.

HOBBY LOBBY

5 MONDAY, MARCH 13 - SATURDAY, U.ARCH!S.?OIT

SATURDAY, MARCH
SALES SUBJECT TO SLP-'-l\‘ I'I STGCX
SEL&CTth AND QUANTITIES VARY BY STORE. AD DOES NOT APPLY TO PRE-REDUCED ITEMS.

HUTCHINSON
E. 11th St. & Ken Kennedy Fwy.
1500 E. 11th St.

STORE HOURS:
9AM. -8PM.
CLOSED SUNDAY

One Item at
Regular Price

COUPON CODE:

SHOP ANYTIME AT HOBBYLOBBY.COM

Super Savings, Super Selection!

nmm;urhr Must present coupon of time of puschase. Otfer

0
Wmuxvtnlc!hﬂcmbh'hﬂm.uﬂ'wﬂmm
Oriine fabeic & trim disceunt i Wmied 1o 10 yaeds, sngle cut.
‘Excladas Held Swapp” Minc.” Foll Applcator, CRICUT preducts,
‘Gemini Machine™ Crafters Comparion, Sthouette CAMEO” Maching,
candy & sack products, gum & mints, helum tanks, git cards,

oestom orders, kabor, rentals or class bees. Cash Valee 110
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