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30-year low - reaching a
level not seen since the 1980s
farm crisis. Last month, the
Federal Reserve reported
farmers are borrowing more
to pay bills, repayment rates
are plunging and the num-
ber of bankers requesting
additional collateral is the
highest in 25 years.

It all comes to a head just
a few years after farmers
reaped record commodity
prices for both crops and
cattle and oil prices were
higher. And with extra cash,
farmers were spending
money.

Then, everything dropped.

“We don’t need $7 corn,”
said Geoff, who farms in
Reno County. “But some-
thing in the fours would be
nice.”

The supply-and-demand
cycle is nothing new in
farming. Big harvests often
mean lower prices and vice
versa. And this year, the
mountains of grain outside
elevators signal a bin-buster

last a couple years.
- From staff reports
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Geoff Burgess fills his drill with seed wheat near his home home
south of Sterling on Oct. 25.
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price board inside isn’t en- repairs to machines rather expect about 22 percent of
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Jim Sipes, veteran farmer  Geoff. “But

1980s. In fact,
he said, it took

very dramatic shift,” she Hospital, we’re pioneering the best in orthopedic

said, adding farmers can’t

their operation some of these do anything about commod- care, sports medicine and total joint replacement.

until just a few years ago tp newer farmeys who have ity prices. Know you're getting the best with our leading-

get back to a sound financial new everything ... a whole But they can focus on

position. yard of brand new equip- their cost of production. edge technology and minimally invasive surgery
In 2017, he said the farm ment that they are trying “Every dollar they spend

will very likely be back at to make payments on with techniques. To enhance your mobility and improve

the same financial position these kind of prices. That

right now matters,” she

said. “It is not an impossible your independence, we have a team of general

as the early 1990s. would scare me.” situation to get out of, but it
“I'm going to have my In the home, they’ve will take careful planning and fellowship trained physicians to be with you
farm basically on life tightened their belt, too, and intensive management

support by this time next including for Christmas, to make sure they can make at every stage, dedicated to your treatment. Plus,
year,” he said. “We survived  said Jenny. it with these lower commod-
this year because of the “There won'’t be a lot ity prices. ... The survival
exceptional yields. We ought underneath the tree,” said approach is ‘How can I bring
to be looking at replacing Jenny, but added they also the cost of production down
equipment but we are just do handmade items at
trying to survive and see if Christmas.

we have enough money to
pay the bills.”

Tightening their belts

If it isn’t one issue, it is
another, said Geoff.

For the past eight years,
he and Jenny have been
working hard to keep their
farm going. They didn’t
inherit land or equipment
—making them a minority
among most Kansas
farmers. Geoff came from
England to work for a local
custom cutter. He fell in love
with the Kansas landscape
and farming. He married
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Jenny in 2004 and by 2008,
they found land to farm. )
They expanded in 2013 This Thursday 5p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
when they bought out a AND EVERY THURSDAY -
retiring farm couple - pur- e\l
chasing their machinery, A SELECTION OF GOURMET BURGERS .
Bob Wilson

home and taking over the
management of their land.
The road hasn’t been easy,
Geoff said.
Amid the busyness of fall MAKE THE DRIVE...
harvest, his cell phone rang !
as he headed to the local YOU WON T BE SORRY
cooperative with a load of
soybeans. On the other end
is Jenny, relaying that the
30-year-old combine broke
down. They could use newer
equipment, but the expense
of a half-million-dollar
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