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Family and friends lined the
hospital halls to pray.

Thanks to social media,
prayers spread across the na-
tion. “Prayer warriors,” they
called themselves — more
than 2,800 of them —began
to post their thoughts and
prayers on a Facebook page,
“Prayers for Zach Short.”

Assaria resident Lori
Blake received a text from
afriend the day Zach coded
in the hospital, asking for
prayers. “Zach needs your
prayers right now,” it read.

“I will never forget that
day,” she said. “We all
stopped at work and prayed.”

Tragic accident

Zach, 25, tells the story
from his Kitchen table at the
farmhouse where he grew
up, alongside Jodi and their
2-year-old daughter, Brynlee.
Nearly a year has passed
since the farming accident
that occurred in a soybean
field not far from the Saline
County town of Assaria.

He has never imagined be-
ing anywhere else - or doing
anything else - but farming,
carrying on the family tradi-
tion as a fourth-generation
Kansas farmer.

Zach attended Hutchinson
Community College, where
he met Jodi. They married
in 2012, and Zach joined the
family business, farming
alongside his dad, Chris, and
brother, Matt.

The newlyweds moved into
the farmhouse on the family
farmstead. His parents,
Chris and Lisa, moved into
Assaria. Daughter Brynlee
was born in September 2013.

Everything, it seemed, was
going perfectly.

Until Oct. 25, 2014.

“We were in a really weedy
soybean field,” Zach recalled,
noting that he and farmer
John Tinkler were custom
harvesting for an area
farmer.

When Zach and the crew
came back from lunch to be-
gin cutting, Tinkler already
was unloading the grain cart
into the semi. No one noticed
that the grain cart’s auger
was touching a power line.

“We all hopped in our
machines and started cutting
soybeans,” Zach said. “It
probably wasn’t within a cou-
ple minutes of cutting (John)
gets on the radio, saying his
tractor is on fire.”

He asked someone to bring
the service truck and fire
extinguisher. Then Tinkler
bailed out of the tractor;
never touching any metal.

“He didn’t touch a single
step of the tractor,” Zach
said, adding that if he had, it
might have Kkilled him.

Zach, the closest to the
service truck, stopped his
combine and ran to the fire.
He couldn’t find the fire
extinguisher, so he went to
inspect the fire more closely,
high-stepping the hitch and
grabbing the grain cart’s
ladder with his left hand.

“The second I touched
it, I couldn’t get off it,” he
said. “It is 7,200 volts when it
surges. I don’t know what it
is before it surges.

“With that much volts, peo-
ple usually die because you
can’t get off it,” Zach said.

The current pinned him to
the grain truck for at least 30
seconds.

Mysterious shovel
Maybe it was just happen-
stance.
Not long before the acci-
dent, a friend, Tyler Ash,
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Assaria resident Lori
Blake said the Zach
Short Fund is still open
at First Bank Kansas in
Salina.

Meanwhile, a GoFundMe
page has raised more
than $60,000. For more
information, visit, http://
www.gofundme.com/
supporttheshorts.

found a wooden shovel with a
plastic scoop in the middle of
adirtroad.

He figured the Short
family had lost it from their
service truck.

The family ran into Ash
in Salina, who said he had
the shovel in the back of his
truck.

“I'said, T don’t think that’s
our shovel,” “ Zach said.

Yet the family’s farm hand
and shop mechanic, Les
Ferm, of Roxbury, said he
might as well throw it into
their truck bed. Ferm didn’t
give the shovel a second
thought until that afternoon
in the soybean field.

Ferm, who had pulled up
near the fire, could see what
had happened. He tried to
warn Zach, but Zach didn’t
hear Ferm’s screams. Then it
was too late.

“I could hear the snapping
and cracking,” Ferm said.

In all honesty, Ferm fig-
ured Zach was gone. Flames
were shooting from his body.
But he still tried to figure
out a way, with a service
truck full of metal tools, to
pull Zach off the cart. Ferm
couldn’t touch him himself
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Tanner Colvin/Salina Journal
Participants of the Tri-Rivers Fair Benefit Color Run toss different color corn starch into the air at the
start of the 5k race on May 2. All proceeds from the race went to help Amanda Hoeh Janzen, who has
breast cancer, and Zach Short, who was injured in a farm accident, with medical bills.

or he’d get shocked.
Then he remembered
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BY THE NUMBERS

On average, 325 people die and 4,400 are injured
each year because of electrical hazards, according
to data published by the National Safety Council.
Electricity ranks sixth among all causes of occupational
fatalities.

The leading cause of fatal electrical incidents while
on the job is contact with power lines, both above and
below ground.

“I will never forget that day. We all stopped
work and prayed.”

“ V HAVE A GREAT LABOR DAY WEEKEND!

-Lori Blake

CHECK OUT THESE PROPERTIES!

12514 LUNDMAN DRIVE

Lovely all brick ranch home with 3 bedrooms,
11/2 baths, basement, 2 car garage on 1 acre.
Priced at $139,000

316 W. AVE A, BUHLER

2 bedroom, 1 bath, basement, across from city
park. Large lot adjacent to property included.
Reduced price $54,000!

GETTING READY TO BUILD THAT NEW HOME?

Check out these 10 to 12 acre building lots. 13 lots available.Located in
the 7000 block of North Halstead in Hutchinson. Starting at $59,000

Call George for any of these properties! 620-200-9081
Action Realty 620-241-2454

910 E. Hulse St. * McPherson * www.actionrealtyks.com
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MICHELIN®
DEFENDER"
LTX" M/S
STRONGER.
LONGER:

COOPER TIRE

HUTCHINSON

620-662-2303 gl 620-672-5939

129 W. Sherman

1 Based on resistance to gravel and severe wear testing compared to MICHELIN® LTX® M/S2.

2 See redemption form for complete offer details. Offer expires 09/27/2015. Void where prohibited. The Reward
Card cannot be reloaded with additional funds, nor can it be used at an ATM. Reward Card expires six (6)
months after issuance. For complete terms, conditions and fees, see the Cardholder Agreement in your card
package. Reward Card issued by U.S. Bank National Association pursuant to a license from MasterCard Interna-
tional Incorporated. MasterCard is a registered trademark of MasterCard International Incorporated. Copyright
© 2015 Michelin North America, Inc. All rights reserved.

GET

VIA MASTERCARD® REWARD CARD

after submission’ when you buy any set of four new
MICHELIN® passenger or light truck tires, including
the new MICHELIN® DEFENDER® LTX" M/S tire.

OFFER VALID 8/31/15 - 9/27/15.

SEE US TODAY

for unbeatable service
with prices to match.

PRATT

1202 E. 1st

THANK YOU HUTCHINSON!

Dr. Strange would like to thank Hutchinson and the surrounding areas for voting him the
#1 Ophthalmologist. He offers services such as Cataract & Implant Surgery, Cosmetic &
Functional Eyelid Surgery, Lid Lesion Removal, and General Ophthalmology. Grene Vision

Group would also like to thank the community for voting us First Place for Laser Eye
Surgery & an Award Winning Optical Shop!

.

2701 North Main, Suite A * (620) 663-8700 * (888) 663-8701
1708 E. 23rd * (620) 663-7187 * (800) 362-0164




