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Markets change.
Are you prepared?
Stop by or contact your 
Edward Jones fi nancial advisor 
to schedule a fi nancial review.
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www.edwardjones.com
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Dane D Power
Financial Advisor

328 North Main
Hutchinson, KS 67501
620-662-4484

Friday, March 24th - Sunday, March 26th

10AM-5PM ALL THREE DAYS

KANSAS STATE FAIRGROUNDS / MEADOWLARK BLDG

2000 N. POPLAR ST
HUTCHINSON, KS 67502

Adm: Early Ticket Event Friday (3-day pass) $10
General Admission (Sat/Sun) $5

VENDORS WANTED! info: 620-728-9494
vintageworldmarket@gmail.com

vintageworldmarket.com

SPONSORED BY:

BENEFITTING:
CAMP HOPE

IN GREAT BEND, KANSAS

40,000
Sq. Ft.

~ Quality Antique Dealers and Artisans ~
Original Antiques, Clothing, Jewelry,

Outdoor Furnishings & More!

Join us for our 18th Annual Gala

at Sunshine Meadows,400 S. Buhler Rd. ,  Buhler

Pearls of Wisdom
Mar� 31, 2017

Delicious Buffet Dinner & Silent Auction 4:45-6:45 p.m.
Live Auction 7 p.m. Featuring vacations, day trips, events & more...

Decadent Dessert Bar
Tickets & auction sales income benefits the retirement community

Call 543-2251 for ticket information.

All Pro Plumbing, Alliance Monitoring, Buhler Community Foundation,
Buhler Mortuary/Ott Funeral Home, Clock Medical Supply,

Dr. Dal Hunt Family Dentistry, Fuqua Construction, Inc., Gaylen Banz Insurance, 
Hutchinson News, J & J Drainage Products, Co., KD Electric Co, Inc.,

Kaufman Financial LLC, Mid-Kansas Credit Union, Prairie Bank of Kansas

Thank You, to all our Sponsors!
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– he might not make it out 
alive.

With the compass in his 
head telling him where he 
was, he fled. He began to 
try to drive out of  the fire  
through the flying embers 
and passing by the small 
pockets of  flames. A shelter 
belt exploded as he was 
leaving.

His guilt was growing. 
He had left Mark and Eva 
behind.

“When I got out, the fire-
man thought I was the last 
man out,” Greg said. But he 
yelled through the noise of  
cracking flames.

“They are still down there. 
Mark and Eva – they are still 
down there.”

For 30 minutes, as he and 
others congregated in the 
safety of  a green wheat field, 
he agonized. His brother is 
his best friend – the family 
leader. He couldn’t run the 
ranch without him.

“For a half  hour, I thought 
I’d be going back to see their 
charred bodies in the yard,” 
Greg said, tears flowing at 
the thought of  it. “The rest 
of  this is nothing. I can’t go 
forward without Mark.”

Then, just out of  the dark, 
in the smoke and fire, a 
fireman appeared, taking off  
his mask.

“It’s all clear,” the man 
said into his radio. “They all 
made it out.”

Clark County tradition
It’s day four of  the Clark 

County fires – which burned 
about two-thirds of  the 
625,000-acre county that 
rests along the Oklahoma 
border.

Greg Gardiner pulled up 
from the pastures – a sin-
gle-action Colt Peacemaker 
in one hand. He had been 
shooting burned cattle for 
the past two days. A dead pit 
already has been dug just to 
the north of  Mark’s burned-
out house.

“It’s grizzly out there,” he 
said as he stepped into the 
family’s purple shed. “It’s 
like a battlefield.”

He figures there are at 
least 500 head of  dead cattle 
scattered on the 40,000 acres 
of  prairie that burned. His 
brother Mark was flying a 
drone across their ranch to 
document the dead for insur-
ance purposes.

This is their livelihood out 
there, Greg said. He and his 
brothers Mark and Garth 
are recognized national lead-
ers in the Angus genetics 
business. 

It’s also their heritage. 
The Gardiner family has 
been making a living on the 
southwestern Kansas land-
scape since 1885 when Henry 
Clay Gardiner traveled with 

his family by covered wagon 
to the newly organized town 
of  Ashland, making a home 
in a dugout on their 160-acre 
homestead. A son, Ralph, 
was born in 1889.

The brothers’ father, 
Henry, was born in 1931. 
While Ralph had a few head 
of  cattle, Henry loved Angus 
cattle and dedicated his life 
to perfecting the breed. It 
started with his home-raised 
Angus steer he showed at 
the Kansas State Fair.

Henry was revolutionary 
when it came to leading the 
way in the Angus industry. 
In the 1970s, he began select-
ing traits based on merits in 
an effort to provide the best 
seedstock to his customers. 
Henry died in January 2015, 
but his passion for breed-
ing the best beef  product 
continues on with his sons, 
who are using the latest 
technology and DNA testing 
to develop high-quality beef. 

The brothers – and now 
with the help of  their chil-
dren – have grown Gardiner 
Angus Ranch into a 48,000-
acre operation that includes 
three production sales a 
year – the latest scheduled 

for April 1. While Greg is the 
oldest, he credits his middle 
brother, Mark, for taking the 
ranch to the next level, call-
ing him the ranch’s genetic 
genius.

While Native Americans 
used fire to burn the grass-
lands to attract buffalo, the 
brothers’ ancestors never 
experienced a fire like this 
one.

“I never thought I’d see 
this ranch burn – totally 
burn – from one end to the 
other,” Greg said. “All the 
grass, all the fences, are 
gone.”

The conditions were right 
for a wildfire. After a lengthy 
drought, rain began to fall 
in the area over the past two 
years. The good moisture 
meant good, thick grass.

The fire burned the grass 
to the sand, which is now 
blowing, gathering like snow 
against the feed bunks. It’s 
blowing enough it has par-
tially buried the baby calves 
that succumbed to the fire.

Friends have offered 
to move cattle to their 
uncharred pastures. But the 
brothers’ answer to these 
offers is evident as Greg 
drives through the ranch – 
surveying the damages.

“There is nothing to 
move,” he said. “They’re 
dead.”

Killing cattle
Every so often, another 

gunshot ripples through the 
horizon.

“There goes another one 

down,” said Greg.
Dealing with the dead is 

all that has been going on 
the past two days since the 
fires ceased. Greg has taken 

the brunt of  the trigger 
pulling so the hired hands 
– some still in shock – won’t 
have to do it.

But as they scour the 
pastures, hired hand Eric 
Campbell came across a cow 
burned from the fire and 
possibly blind in one eye but 
moving around. He called 
Greg for guidance – not 
wanting to make a fatal deci-
sion if  he didn’t have to.

Hold off  for now, said 
Greg.

“I know this is a bad 
question – but do you have 
enough ammo?” Campbell 
asked Greg, who told him he 
is stocked up on 44-40 shells.

“I know it is a terrible 
job, if  you get tired of  
shooting them, just call me,” 
Campbell added.

There are some cattle that 

Dead cattle lie on the scorched 
earth at Gardiner Angus Ranch 
on Thursday in Ashland. The 
ranch lost approximately 500 
cattle in Monday’s wildfire. 
Photos by Lindsey Bauman/ 
Staff photographer

Cattle with burns are held in a corral at Gardiner Angus Ranch in Ashland on Thursday after being 
injured in Monday’s wildfires. The ranch is working to save as many of the cattle as possible.

Burned fencing lines U.S. 160 near Ashland on Thursday.

PHOTOS
To see more pictures, go 
to www.hutchnews.com/
multimedia. See CATTLE / A7
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